
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Top: World War I Railroad Mechanics, 1918 
Photo thanks to National Archives Reproduction 

From Shirley Burman, Sacramento CA. 
Lower left: World War II Ship Welder “Rosies” 

Middle right: Penny Artis,  
Current Northern Pacific RR Electrician 

Lower right: Linda Niemann,  
Southern Pacific RR Engineer (Retired) 

(Author of “Railroad NOIR”) 
 

 
 
 
We work with our hands, our muscles and our hearts. We 
are railroad workers, women in construction trades, bus 
drivers, machinists, mechanics, miners, truckers and 
much more. Look around and see a man performing hard 
labor and know that somewhere there are women doing 
the same work. I know that we don’t see enough sisters. 
I know. I know.  
 

But let’s celebrate who we do see, both now and 
herstorically, since before the 1918 railroad women! “Non 
traditional” women who would never say “no” to that hard 
labor called “men’s” work. Let’s see our victories in the 
tradeswomen who are now relishing their own well-
earned retirement.   

Let’s see our victories in the 
faces of those young women 
who are choosing to follow 
these brave sister’s footprints.  
 

Know that these are special 
young women. Know that it 
takes a special brand of female 
to want to do this kind of work. 
I know that we have a long way 
to go for some trades, 
especially in construction and 
our firefighter sisters. Some of 
us thought that by now our 
numbers would be greater. But 
we must not get discouraged.  
 

Instead, get energized by the 
simple fact that we have not 
disappeared from the scene.  
 
We are tenacious. We are 
strong. We don’t give up. 
Celebrate each other as blue 
collar skilled and semi-skilled 
women workers, no matter 
what job! Honor our past.   
Look at the curve of the earth 
stretched out before us!  
 

Celebrate our horizons. 
 
 Sue Doro, Editor & RR Machinist (Retired)  


