RESOURCES FOR A CAREER IN BUILDING INSPECTION

Women’s Building Conference 2010, Oakland CA

Typical MQE:

Degree in architecture or engineering with field experience

Or

Five years of construction experience with some supervisory responsibility as either a general contractor or job foreman

And

Certification from the International Code Council (ICC) as a Building Inspector, Electrical Inspector, Plumbing Inspector, Plans Examiner, or Combination Inspector as appropriate. Note: this certificate is required under State law but it can be phased in over the first year of employment.

Necessary Skills:

Ability to read and understand plans and specifications

Knowledge and familiarity with necessary Building Codes

Computer literacy, familiarity with Word, Excel, e-mail

Strong experience as supervisor

Professional, tactful, diplomatic

Resources:

International Code Council (ICC): (www.ICCsafe.org)

Certification/accreditation: http://www.iccsafe.org/Accreditation/Pages/safety.aspx
ICC not only writes the building codes used by States, Cities, and Counties nationwide, they also have an examination program and issue the certificates that are required under State law for anyone who is employed by cities and counties as an Inspector or Plans Reviewer.  ICC also has training opportunities. They give classes year round and hold week- long code conferences.

California Building Officials, (CALBO): (http://www.calbo.org/)

CALBO is a professional resource for Building Departments in the State. They have annual code development conferences. They give classes year round and have also hold Education Week each year in the Bay Area in October and Southern California in November.

Training program: http://www.calbo.org/industry_pro/Training/aboutCTI.aspx
Division of the State Architect (DSA): http://www.dsa.dgs.ca.gov/default.htm
DSA oversees development of the various California Building Codes known by the abbreviations California Code of Regulations, Title 24. They also employ plan checkers and field inspectors who are responsible for State schools and buildings. 

There is a new program called CASp that stands for Certified Accessibility Specialist. Disabled access compliance is a very important part of building code enforcement. Developing expertise in this field puts you ahead of most job applicants

CASp program details: http://www.dsa.dgs.ca.gov/Access/casp.htm

Education:

College of San Mateo: http://collegeofsanmateo.edu/
Degrees/certificates: Associate in Science degree program has 33-34 units, offered at night

http://collegeofsanmateo.edu/buildinginspection/degrees.asp
Chabot College (Hayward): http://www.chabotcollege.edu/
Degrees/certificates:

Butte College (Oroville): http://www.butte.edu/
Degree/certificates: Building Inspection Technology program has 26 and 26 units total (either one semester full time or two depending on BIT 1 and BIT 2)

http://www.butte.edu/departments/careertech/publicsafety/bit.html
Suggestions:

· Network

· Know where the different building departments are located

· Find the DHR for the Cities and Counties

· Form study groups for certification exams

· Check out some of the certification test taking schools if you are having difficulty passing

· DRAFT resume

· Take computer classes

Contact info:

Carla Johnson

Senior Building Inspector

Access Compliance and Emergency Planning

San Francisco Mayor’s Office on Disability

(415) 554-6785

