
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatôs Inside 
 

I look around 
Tall ï Short 
Young ï Old 
Lean ï Fat 

Tattooed ï Unmarked 
Hair long ï Short ï Shorn 

Extended ï Dyed 
 

What is the template of a tradeswoman? 
 

ATTITUDE 
DETERMINATION 

RISK TAKER 
LEADER 

 

It is whatôs inside 
That makes the difference 

 

© 2013 Jane Templin, Long Beach CAé 
37 years Apprentice to IBEW Presidenté 
A Union Journey! 
 
 

I Am Scared A Loté 
Of Big Foot, Heights, Chain saws, 

& Swing Stages on a 6 story building! 
 

Seriously,  
Iôve been scared of swing stages since I was a kid.  
The thought is making my palms sweat.  
 

The first day on a job.  
New faces, places, procedures.  
Not my ñshy guyò forte.  
 

But fear is OK.  
As long as you donôt let it stop you.  
Top you.  
Or bring you to your knees.  
 

Let it come inside to fuel you through to the other side. 
Stronger. Taller. Ready for the next trial 
To be conquered with a smile! 
 

© 2013 Amber McCoy, Portland OR 

Journey Carpenter, Local 1560, Oregon/SWWA 

Iôm Proud! 
 

When Iôm not working Iôm thinking of it. 
Hoping this job lasts longer than two weeks. 
Cause unemployment just doesnôt get it. 

They act like theyôve earned it. 
But thatôs what I did/do. 

I love what I do although it isnôt easy. 
Using my tools & mind is very pleasing. 

Iôm very focused and I like to make a difference. 
So I show up early every day. 

Ready to build. 
Make my contractor money. 

Also for me. 
Iôm determined and close 

To being a journey woman. 
I hope my reputation makes it easier 

For the next female following my path. 
 

© 2013 Alsester A. Coleman, Sacramento CA 
                                  Electrician 

 
 
 

TRADESWOMEN CONFERENCE ATTENDEES éCOME TO THE BLUE JEAN POCKET WRITERS WORKSHOP  
LIKE THE WORKER WRITERS ON THIS PAGE DID!  NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!  

ITõS THE PLACE AND TIME TO TELL YOUR STORY THE WAY YOU WANT IT TO BE HEARD.  
ONLY YOU CAN WRITE YOUR HERSTORY. BE THERE! HAVE FUN. LEARN HAIKU FROM JOANNA TOO! 

 

²ǊƛǘŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭΦ 
²ǊƛǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘ Ƙŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎΦ 

²ǊƛǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘo continue. 
Write. And do it with your sisters at the Blue Jean Pocket Writers Workshop! 

 

Facilitated by Sue Doro, Retired Railroad Machinist, Author and Editor Pride and a Paycheck, Oakland CA 
Co-facilitated by Joanna Perry-Kujala, Published Poet, Haiku teacher and Journey Electrician, Concord CA 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
I came up with the idea for this piece while working 
on a different one. Thinking it would be fun to write 
about categories that women fall into at work, I 
found myself hovering around ñThe Therapistò 

persona. Being a good listener, people often open 
up to me.  
 

One phrase I hear a lot from men when they talk 
about their feelings is "you wouldn't get it". My 
theory for that is my gender gives them a mixed 
signal. They feel that men don't talk about their 
feelings with other men BUT they fear I wouldn't 
understand or find appropriate what they wanted to 
say because I am not a man.  
 

I asked men on and off the jobsite to give us women 
some perspective. I wanted a totally honest 
unfiltered peek into a man's mind.  
 
Thinking topics were given:  Is there something surprising about you that the women in your life don't 
know? Do you feel that as a man you have to hide it? What do you wish you could tell a woman right 
now? Is there a way you get treated because you are a man that you don't think is fair but would never 
speak about? 
 

I received more submissions than I expected and was pleasantly surprised. They were all kept anonymous 
with a strict no name rule to encourage honest thoughts. Some comments were sad, some funny. Some were 
just mean and stupid but I included them anyway because like I stated earlier, I wanted that unfiltered peek into 
their mind exposed. 
 

¶ I have a terrible phobia of dead animal carcasses. Once I came home from work and a dead squirrel 

was on my front step. I sat over 30 minutes pretending to clean out my car until my kid came home 

from school. Then I made him clean it up. 

¶ I hate spiders and I hate sweeping them off the porch because I'm afraid they'll fall on me. I just go in 
and out the garage so I don't have to clean/walk under them. My wife thinks it's for convenience. 

¶ Why does a secretary get 6 weeks off for having a C-section? All she does is sit at the desk. I had my 

balls snipped on a Friday and was back to work on Monday. 

¶ If I saw a mouse I would scream like a little girl. 

¶ I have a big baggy sweatshirt I cut the sleeves off that I wear jogging even when it's hot. I suffer but I 
don't want people at the gym or park watching my man boobs bounce when I run or see the boob 
sweat pattern that forms on my shirt. If people tell me I look too hot I just say I'm trying to "sweat out the 
bad stuff". 

¶ I cried when the dog died in Marley and Me. 

¶ I wish I could use PMS as an excuse every time I was a dick to someone and didn't want to apologize. 

¶ I threw out my back and couldn't bend over. I didn't trust my wife to cut my toenails so she took me to 
her salon. I got a pedicure minus the polish and it was AMAZING! I had to sit there pretending it was 
just ok. Now when she goes with her friends I get jealous. 

¶ I secretly freak out every time a woman hands me something and says "can you open this".  

¶ I cannot for the life of me figure out how to tie a tie no matter how many internet tutorials I watch. 

¶ I really hate it when women say "Man up"                                           
                                                                                © 2014, Joanna Perry-Kujala 

 
  

 

  PROUD TO BE A BLUE COLLAR WOMAN  ORGULLOSA DE SER UNA MAJER DE OFICIO  



 
   Rosie the Riveter, Pink Ribbon 

 

We Can Do It! 
Stubborn, focused on success 
Ground down by intimidation 
Snide comments intended to humiliate 
 

Sister soldiers in the Equity Army 
Ambushed by sickness 
Fought heroically the first battle 
 

You Did It! 
Now leaving us behind to soldier on 
Proudly standing on your strong veteran shoulders 
 

© 2014   Marilyn Lanz, New Westminster,  

                British Columbia Canada 

Rosie the Riveter, Pink Ribbon is a poem written by 
a Canadian tradeswoman; thirty year pipe welder 
Marilyn Lanz. The work piece commemorates two 
important women in her life: a sister pipe welder in her 
local union and a close friend éboth of whom passed 
away due to their struggle with cancer.  
 
I had the honor of meeting Marilyn in Vancouver BC 
where I had been invited to participate in a four 
tradeswomen author event at the main public library 
on March 8

th
, International Womenôs Day. 

 
Thank you Marilyn for sharing your words and photos. 
They are a fitting memorial to your sisters, Leslie and 
Leona. We are proud to publish this tribute. 
                                           (Sue Doro, Editor) 

 
 

 
 

(Editorõs note) I was honored to participate in an authorôs reading with three Canadian blue collar women at the Vancouver 
British Columbia downtown public library on March 8, 2014. What a fitting way to celebrate International Womenôs Day. The 
audience was filled with more than 75 people totally interested in the work lives of women who broke the ñmale onlyò barriers  in 
the following careers: Canadian Royal Mounted Police (Jane Hall); Deck Hand on a BC coast fishing boat (Sylvia Taylor); 
Carpenter (Kate Braid); and yoursô truly Machinist (Sue Doro).  Some of the tradeswomen stayed to visit after the 
presentations and it was a pleasure to meet the above author of Rosie the Riveter, Pink Ribbon, pipe welder Marilyn Lanz as 
well as carpenter Judy Doll who commented about the multitude of feelings in the audienceéòlaughter and tears because they 

identified so closely with the emotions of the authors working in the midst of all male co-workers.ò And hereõs how to get 
your own copies of Janeõs, Sylviaõs, Kateõs and my books: The Red Wall by Jane Hall.  
Publisher: General Store Publishing House. www.ghps.com   Available on Amazon, also in Kindle format. 
The Fisher Queen by Sylvia Taylor. Publisher: Heritage House. www.heritagehouse.ca  Journeywoman 
by Kate Braid: Publisher: Caitlan Press. Email orders: orders@harbourpublishing.com and in the USA at 
info@partnerspublishersgroup.com    Blue Collar Goodbyes by Sue Doro Available through the author at  
tradesis@aol.com  and at the Railroad Workers 
United online store: www.railroadworkersunited.org 
THIS BOOK WILL BE OUT OF PRINT  
AT THE END OF 2014. IF YOU WANT AN  
AUTOGRAPHED COPY AND DONATE TO  
PRIDE AND A PAYCHECK AT THE SAME TIME,  
CONTACT SUE NOW.  
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